


Love your enemies
Jesus

Forgiveness flounders because | exclude the

enemy from the community of humans even as |

exclude myself from the community of sinners. But

Nno one can be in the presence of the God of the

crucified Messiah for long without overcoming this

double exclusion - without transposing the enemy

from the sphere of monstrous inhumanity into the

9 sphere of shared humanity and herself from the
sphere of proud innocence into the sphere of

B common sinfulness.
EH Miroslav Volf
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13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far
away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the
two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing
wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law
with its commands and regulations. His purpose was
to create In himself one new humanity out of the two,
thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile
both of them to God through the cross, by which he
put to death their hostility.
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17 He came and preached peace to you who were
far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For
through him we both have access to the Father by
one Spirit.

Ephesians 2:13-18
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25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and
speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all
members of one body. 2° "In your anger do not sin"
Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, ¢/
and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 Those who
have been stealing must steal no longer, but must
work, doing something useful with their own hands,
that they may have something to share with those In
need.
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29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who
listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.
31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling
and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be
Kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each
other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Ephesians 4:25-32
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Semembpber the Gospel =2
Calls to Transtormation
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SROKENNESS




(G50d and People
~eople and FPeople

~eople and Themselves

~eople and Creation




—orgiveness Is a MUs T
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Community has Conflict
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To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything, and
your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly
broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact,
you must give your heart to no one, not even to an
animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little
luxuries; avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe in the
casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in that
casket- safe, dark, motionless, airless--it will change.
It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable,
impenetrable, irredeemable.

C.S. Lewis



Community Communicates
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Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
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Sring Vengeance to the Cross
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15 "f a brother or sister sins, go and point out the
fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you,
you have won them over. 1 But if they will not listen,
take one or two others along, so that 'every matter
may be established by the testimony of two or three
witnesses.' 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the
church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church,
treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
Matthew 18
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Rememuoer Being Human
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Forgiveness flounders because | exclude the enemy
from the community of humans even as | exclude
myself from the community of sinners. But no one
can be in the presence of the God of the crucified
Messiah for long without overcoming this double
exclusion - without transposing the enemy from the
sphere of monstrous inhumanity into the sphere of
shared humanity and herself from the sphere of proud
iInnocence into the sphere of common sinfulness

Miroslav Volf
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Asorp the Cost
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