When you're young, you always feel that life hasn't
yet begun — that "life" is always scheduled to begin
next week, next month, next year, after the holidays —
whenever. But then suddenly you're old and the
scheduled life didn't arrive. You find yourself asking,
'Well then, exactly what was it | was having — that
iInterlude — the scrambly madness — all that time | haad
before?”’

Douglas Coupland

To the one who is victorious and does my will to the
end, | will give authority over the nations.
Jesus
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14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who
called his servants and entrusted his property to
them. °To one he gave five talents of money, to

another two talents, and to another one talent, each
according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.

1 The man who had received the five talents went at
once and put his money to work and gained five

more. " So also, the one with the two talents gained

two more. 8 But the man who had received the one

talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money.
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19 “After a long time the master of those servants
returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The man
who had received the five talents brought the other
five. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with five
talents. See, | have gained five more.” 21 “His master
replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You
have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share your
master’'s happiness!” 22 “The man with the two talents
also came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with
two talents; see, | have gained two more.’
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23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will
put you in charge of many things. Come and share
your master’s happiness!” 24 “Then the man who had
received the one talent came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘I
knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you
have not sown and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. 2° So | was afraid and went out and
hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what
belongs to you.” 20 “His master replied, “You wicked,
lazy servant! So you knew that | harvest where | have
not sown and gather where | have not scattered
seed?
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2r'\Well then, you should have put my money on
deposit with the bankers, so that when | returned |
would have received it back with interest. 28 “Take
the talent from him and give it to the one who has the
ten talents. 29 For everyone who has will be given
more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does
not have, even what he has will be taken from him. <9
And throw that worthless servant outside, into the
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.

Matthew 25 vs. 14-30

Tuesday, May 17, 2011



The Kingdom of God”




YOU

- MA

AN YO

—Ro MO

U KNOW




| was raised up believing | was somehow unique
Like a snowflake distinct among snowflakes, unique
In each way you can see

And now after some thinking, I'd say I'd rather be

a functioning cog in some great machinery serving
something beyond me

But [ don't, | don't know what that will be
['ll get back to you someday soon you will see

Fleet Foxes
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When you 're young, you always feel that life hasn't
yet begun — that "life" is always scheaduled to begin
next week, next month, next year, after the holidays —
whenever, But then suddenly you're old and the
scheduled life didn't arrive. You find yourself asking,
Well then, exactly what was it | was having — that
interlude — the scrambly maadness
— all that time | had before?’

Douglas Coupland
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Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image,
In our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in
the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock
and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures
that move along the ground. So God created
mankind in his own image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them.
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and
Increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and
over every living creature that moves on the ground.”
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Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant
on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And
to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the
sky and all the creatures that move along the ground
—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give
every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw
all that he had made, and it was very good. And
there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth
day.

Genesis 1 vs. 26-31
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Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn
from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our
sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom
and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be
glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
Revelation 1 vs. 5-6
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| did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city
does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for
the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its
lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings
of the earth will bring their splendor into it. On no day
will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night
there .The glory and honor of the nations will be
brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor
will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful,
but only those whose names are written in the
Lamb’s book of life.
Revelation 21 vs. 22-27
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Therefore if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come. The old has gone, the new has come! All this
is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
not counting people’s sins against them. And he has
committed to us the message of reconciliation. We
are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God
were making his appeal through us. We implore you
on Christ’'s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5 vs. 17-21
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14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who
called his servants and entrusted his property to
them. °To one he gave five talents of money, to

another two talents, and to another one talent, each

according to his ability. Then he went on his
journey...."After a long time the master of those
servants returned and settled accounts with them.
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Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various
forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who
speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should
do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God
may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and
the power for ever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 4 vs. 10-11
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The key pathology of our time, which seduces us all,
IS the reduction of our imagination so that we are too
numbed, satiated, and co-opted to do serious
imaginative work.

Walter Brueggemann
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19 “After a long time the master of those servants
returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The man
who had received the five talents brought the other
five. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with five
talents. See, | have gained five more.” 21 “His master
replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You
have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share your
master’'s happiness!” 22 “The man with the two talents
also came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with
two talents; see, | have gained two more.’
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23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will
put you in charge of many things. Come and share
your master’s happiness!” 24 “Then the man who had
received the one talent came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘I
knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you
have not sown and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. 2° So | was afraid and went out and
hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what
belongs to you.” 20 “His master replied, “You wicked,
lazy servant! So you knew that | harvest where | have
not sown and gather where | have not scattered
seed?
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2r'\Well then, you should have put my money on
deposit with the bankers, so that when | returned |
would have received it back with interest. 28 “Take
the talent from him and give it to the one who has the
ten talents. 29 For everyone who has will be given
more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does
not have, even what he has will be taken from him. <9
And throw that worthless servant outside, into the
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.

Matthew 25 vs. 14-30
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To the one who is victorious and does my will to the
end, | will give authority over the nations—that one
‘Will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them
to pieces like pottery’ —just as | have received
authority from my Father. | will also give that one the
morning star. Whoever has ears, let them hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.

Revelation 2 vs. 26-29
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Prophets use strong language to shock, arrest, and
force consideration. If the kingdom is about anything,
it is about accountabillity to the Father’s will.

Klyne Snodgrass
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