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For the Psalms are not all rhapsodies of
praise, proclaiming that God is enthroned in
heaven and all is right with the world. Many
of them suggest in fact that there is a great
-deal wrong with the world; and they demand
God do sorﬂethm$ about it. They are at

‘times embatrassingly unsublime.
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Cast all your nxiety on aissae .

— —

cares for you.

Apostle Peter
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1 Surely God is good to Israel,
to those who are pure in heart.
2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped,;
I had nearly lost my foothold.
3 For 1 envied the arrogant
~when I saw]the pjfosperity of the wicked.
# They have no struggles;

- their bodies are healthy and strong; %1- i' |

5 They are free from common human bur t;}, T ﬁ

theéy are no&;;lagucﬁ by hufan ills. | L S5 Ve

6 Therefore pride is their necklaces |
they clothe themselves with violence.

7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity;
their evil imaginations have no limits.

\
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8 They scoff, and speak with malice;

with arrogance they threaten oppression.
? Their mouths lay claim to heaven,

and thelr tongues take possession of the earth.
19 Therefore their people turn to them

and drink u)p Waters in abundance.
" They say, “How would God know?
" Does the Most High know anything?” h,.

12'T'his is what the wicked are like—
always free'li catey they g on amassmg
1 Surely in vaifi' I have ke
and havewashed my hands in innocence.

14 All day long I have been afflicted,

and every morning brings new punishments.
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15 1f T had spoken out like that,
I would have betrayed your children.
16 When I tried to understand all this,
it troubled me deeply
1741l T entered the sanctuary of God; ‘
' then I understood their final destiny.
'8 Surely you pla‘ce them on slippery ground;
- you cast them down to ruin.
Y How suddenly are they destroyed, i,
completely swept away by terrors! lw b ,!
20 They are h%a dr Im when onc awakes;*
when you affse, Lotds |
you will despise them as fantasies.

21 When my heart was grieved
and my spirit embittered,
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22 | was senseless and ignorant;
I was a brute beast before you.
23 Yet I am always with you;
- you hold mie by my right hand.
%4 You guide me WrTh your counsel, _
- and afterward you will take me into glory; ¥
25 Whom have I in heaven but you? ‘]L;”
And earth has nothing I demre besides yd 1
26 My flesh art%ﬁw heart may
but God is the strength of my heart
and my portion forever.
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°T'Those who are far from you will perish;

you destroy all who are unfaithful to you.
28 But as for me, it is good to be near God.
T have made the jovereign LORD my refuge;
- I will tell of all your deeds.

Psalm 73
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! Surely God is good to Israel,
- to those W}}O are pure in heart.
2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped;

' I had nearly lost my foothold. l(

3 For 1 envied the arrogant

when [ sa\x&le pr@speritytof the wicked
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4 They have no struggles;
their bodies are healthy and strong.

5 They are free from common human burdens;
they are not plagued by human ills.

6 Therefore pride is their necklace;

they clothe Uthqms‘elves with violence.

7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity;

.

- their evil imaginations have no limits. | #54 #
1y
J

8 They scoff, and speak with malice;

with arrogﬁ:e they threatén oppression
9 Their mouth§ay claim toheas

and theirtofigues take possession of the ea
10 Therefore their people turn to them

and drink up waters in abundance.
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1 They say, “How would God know?
Does the Most High know anything?”
12°This is what the wicked are like—
~always free of care, they go on amassing wealth.

13 Surely in vhinI have kept my heart pure .
- and have washed my hands in innocence.

4 All day long I have been afflicted, - i' . . l
and every morning brings new punishm ﬁ” g ﬁ !
15 T T had spbken ouf like that, P N E

[ would havebetrayed yo
16 When I tried to understand all this,
it troubled me deeply
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deeply troubled




till 1 entered the sanctuary.>. i

Tuesday, July 26, 2011



POWERTO ciLineT
PERSPECTIIVE




-

-

Tuesday, July 26, 2011



18 Surely you place them on slippery ground;
you cast them down to ruin.
Y How suddenly are they destroyed,
completely swept away by terrors!
20 They are like a dream when one awakes; ‘
' when you arise, Lord,
you will despise them as fantasies.
21 When my heart was grieved

- and my spirit embittered, 4 i, -

22 ] was sensgless ar?ltdﬁjjignora_r’lt; lw; wee v
[ was a bru%ib.eas before you. . | :
23 Yet I am always wi ‘
you hold me by my right hand.

24 You guide me with your counsel,

and afterward you will take me into glory.
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Wisdom: sensing what is shall
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Humility: understanding our heart
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Comfort: knowing God is near——

Tuesday, July 26, 2011




sustainment, guidance, hope
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25 Whom have I in heaven but you?
- And earth has nothing I desire besides you.

L
26 My flesh and my heart may fail, . ‘
- but God is the strength of my heart B . '
and my pottion forever. "Q* - ﬁ !
. Qp " .’ : " 1' RF- 15‘ :
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The fact that the Psalms never clearly report a change in externa
circumstance is one mark of the Bible’s persistent realism. Praye;
is not always answered in the terms we expect and long for; the
answer may be given in a way that is not even perceptible to
someone looking at the situation from the outside. ‘
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For the Psalms are not all rhapsodies of
praise, proclaiming that God is enthroned in
heaven and all is right with the world. Many
of them suggest in fact that there is a great
-deal wrong with the world; and they demand
God do sorﬂethm$ about it. They are at

‘times embatrassingly unsublime.

-Ell§n Davis’ir I ‘l'ﬂl* jﬂ !

Cast all your nxiety on aissae .

— —

cares for you.

Apostle Peter
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