
	
  “Dreams” by definition are supposed to be unique and imaginative. 
Yet the bulk of  our population is dreaming the same dream. It’s a 
dream of  wealth, power, fame, plenty of  sex and exciting recreational 
activities. When a whole population dreams the same dream, empire is 
triumphant. An alternative to the empire requires different dreams, 
animated by a different narrative.
Brian Walsh and Sylvia Keesmaat  	
  
God can show himself  as he really is only to real [people]. And that 
means not simply to [people] who are individually good, but to [those] 
who are united together in a body. Loving one another, helping one 
another, showing Him to one another. For that is what God meant 
humanity to be, like players in one band, or organs in one body. 
Consequently, the one really adequate instrument for learning about 
God is the whole Christian community waiting for Him together.
C.S. Lewis
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 12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear 
with each other and forgive one another if  any of  
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put 
on love, which binds them all together in perfect 
unity.
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15 Let the peace of  Christ rule in your hearts, since 
as members of  one body you were called to peace. 
And be thankful. 16 Let the message of  Christ 
dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish 
one another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God 
with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you 
do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.

Colossians 3 v 12-17
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Neither revolution nor reformation can ultimately change 
a society, rather you must tell a new powerful tale, one so 
persuasive that it sweeps away the old myths and becomes 
the preferred story, one so inclusive that is gathers all the 
bits of  our past and our present into a coherent whole, 
one that even shines some light into our future so that we 
can take the next step… If  you want to change a society, 
then you have to tell an alternative story.

Ivan Illich, Austrian Philosopher.
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EMPIRES:

Babylonians
Persians
Greeks
Romans
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What makes an EMPIRE?
Systemic Centralization of  Power
Socio-Economic and Military Control
Powerful Myths
Imperial Images
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Approval

AppetiteAmbition
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Celebrity

ConsumerismCompetition

Sunday, October 30, 2011



Something to believe in
Somewhere to belong 
Something to strive for
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15 Let the peace of  Christ rule in your hearts, since 
as members of  one body you were called to peace. 
And be thankful. 16 Let the message of  Christ 
dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish 
one another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God 
with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you 
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Sunday, October 30, 2011



God can show himself  as he really is only to real [people]. 
And that means not simply to [people] who are individually 
good, but to [those] who are united together in a body. Loving 
one another, helping one another, showing Him to one 
another. For that is what God meant humanity to be, like 
players in one band, or organs in one body. Consequently, the 
one really adequate instrument for learning about God is the 
whole Christian community waiting for Him together.

C.S. Lewis
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Vision of  Community:
Great potential
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Vision of  Community:
Great potential
Great risk
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K NOW WHO YOU ARE
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K NOW WHO YOU ARE
Chosen
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K NOW WHO YOU ARE
Chosen
Holy
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K NOW WHO YOU ARE
Chosen
Holy
Dearly Loved
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CLOTHE YOURSELF
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DRINK FROM THE 
WELL OF GRACE
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1 If  I speak in the tongues  of  men or of  angels, but 
do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 If  I have the gift of  prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
if  I have a faith that can move mountains, but do 
not have love, I am nothing. 3 If  I give all I possess 
to the poor and give over my body to hardship that 
I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

1 Corinthians 13
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14 And over all these virtues put on love, which 
binds them all together in perfect unity.15 Let the 
peace of  Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of  one body you were called to peace. 
And be thankful. 16 Let the message of  Christ 
dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish 
one another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God 
with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you 
do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.
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THIS IS ABUNDANT 
LIFE EXPERIENCED
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