The elephant in the living room of contemporary Christianity is people’s ability to
simply sit in church, to consume the experience the way one would a great sporting
event, a thrilling movie, or an exciting theme park ride, and then to dispose of it, |
totally unchanged at the soul level, as they leave the sanctuary. Sure, they might feel
challenged, enconraged, or even moved, but they simply “feel” the experience and
move on. This can happen anywhere—in traditional and contemporary churches.

However we may understand the details, there can be no doubt, in the biblical
pructure of human life, that we were meant to be inbhabited by God.and to live by a
Dpower beyond ourselves. Human problems cannot be solved by human means.
Human life can never flonrish unless it pulses with the immeasurable greatness of
his power for us who believe. But only constant students of Jesus will be given
adequate power to fulfill their calling to be Gods person for their time and their
Dlace in this world. They are the only ones who develop the character that makes it

*
safe to have such power. |

Tuesday, October 11, 2011



LIEE : [ Chrss

A study in Colossians

Tuesday, October 11, 2011



1T want you to know how hard I am contending for
you and for those at L.aodicea, and for all who have
not met me personally. 2 My goal is that they may be
encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they
may have the full riches of complete understanding,
in order that they may know the mystery of God,
namely, Christ,  in whom are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this
so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding
arguments.

Tuesday, October 11, 2011



% For though I am absent from you in body, I am
present with you in spirit and delight to see how
disciplined you are and how firm your faith in
Christ is. °So then, just as you received Christ Jesus
as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted
and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
5See to it that no one takes you captive through
hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends.on
human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces
of this world rather than on Christ. “For in Christ
all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form
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%and in Christ you have been brought to fullness.
He is the head over every power and authority. tn
him you were also circumcised with a circumcision
not performed by human hands. Your sinful nature
was put off when you were circumcised by Christ,
Zhaving been buried with him in baptism, in which
you were also raised with him through your faith in
the working of God, who raised him
from the dead.
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BWhen you were dead in your sins and in the
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made
you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,
“having canceled the charge of our legal
indebtedness, which stood against us and
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the
cross. °’And having disarmed the powers and
authorities, he made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing

over them by the cross.
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However we may understand the details, there can be no doubt,
in the biblical picture of human life, that we were meant 10, be
inbabited by God and to live by a power beyond ourselves.
Human problems cannot be solved by human means. Human
life can never flourish unless it pulses with the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who belreve. But only constant
students of Jesus will be given adequate power togulfill their
calling to be God’ person for their time and their place in this
world. They are the only ones who develop the charactersthat
mares it safe to have such power.
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%So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him, ‘rooted and built
up in him, strengthened 1n the faith as you were
taught, and overtlowing with thankfulness..%See to it
that no one takes you captive through hollow and
deceptive philosophy, which depends on human
tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this
world rather than on Christ. :
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Rooted and Built Up
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Strengthened in Faith
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But the most obvious fact about praise — whether of God or +
anything — strangely escaped me. I thought of it in terms of . |
compliment, approval, or the giving of honor. I had never:
noticed that all enjoyment spontaneously overflows into praise
unless (sometimes even if) shyness or the fear of boring others is
deliberately brought in to check it. 'The world rings with praise
— Jovers praising their mistresses, readers their fatlorite poet,
walkers praising the countryside, players praising their favorite
game — praise of weather, wines, dishes, actors, m0tors, horses,
colleges, countries, historical personages, children, flowers, =
mountains, rare stamps, rare beetles, even sometimes politicians
or scholars.

Tuesday, October 11, 2011



I had not noticed how the humblest, and at the same timemost
balanced and capacious minds, prazsed most, while the cranks,
misfits, and malcontents praised least. "T'he good critics found
something to praise in many imperfect works; the bad ones
continnally narrowed the list of books we might be allowed to
read. The healthy and unaffected man, even if luXurionsly
brought up and widely experienced in good cookery, conld
Dpraise a very modest meal: the dyspeptic and the snob_found
fault with all. Except where intolerably adverse circumstanees.
interfere, praise almost seems to be inner health made ;

audible. . .
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[ had not noticed either that just as men spontaneously praise
whatever they value, so they spontaneously urge us to join-them
in prawsing it: “Lsn't she lovely? Wasn't it glorions? Don't you
think that magnificent” The Psalmists in telling everyone to
praise God are doing what all men do when they speak of
what they care about. My whole, more general diffeculty abont
the praise of God depended on my absurdly denying to-us, as
regards the supremely Valuable, what we delight to- do, what we
indeed cant’ help doing, about everything else we value.
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[ think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise
not merely expresses but completes the enjoymenty it is its
appointed consummation. 1t is not out of compliment that
lovers keep on telling one another how beautiful they are; the
delight is incomplete 111l it is expressed.
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’For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in
bodily form !'Yand in Christ you have been brought
to fullness. He 1s the head over every power and
authority. 'In him you were also circumcised with a
circumcision not performed by human hands. Your
sinful nature was put off when you were
circumcised by Christ, *having been buried with
him 1n baptism, in which you were also raised with
him through your faith in the working of God, who
raised him from the dead.
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BWhen you were dead in your sins and in the
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made
you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,
“having canceled the charge of our legal
indebtedness, which stood against us and
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the
cross. °’And having disarmed the powersand
authorities, he made a public spectacle ot them,
triumphing

over them by the cross.
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Jesus 15 Lord
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Death to 1 afe
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Guilt to Freedonr
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Defeat to | ctory
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The elephant in the living room of contemporary Christianitys
15 people’s ability to simply sit in church, to consume the *
excperience the way one would a great sporting event, a thrilling
movie, or an exciting theme park ride, and then to dispose of
i1, totally unchanged at the soul level, as they leave the
sanctuary. Sure, they might feel challenged, encouvaged, or even
moved, but they simply “feel” the experience and mave on. 'This
can happen anywhere—in traditional and contemporary
churches.
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