Then comes the real shock. There suddenly turns up a
man who goes about talking as if He was God. He claims
to forgive sins. He says He has always existed. He says He
IS coming to judge the world at the end of time. Now let us
get this clear. Among Pantheists, anyone might say that he
was part of God, or one with God: there would be nothing
very odd about it. But this man, since He was a Jew, could
not mean that kind of God. God, in their language, meant
the being outside the world who had made it and was
infinitely different from anything else. And when you have
grasped that, you will see that what this man said was,
quite simply, the most shocking thing that has ever been
uttered by human lips.

C.S. Lewis
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22 \When the time came for the purification rites
required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary
took him to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord,
“Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the
Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with
what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of
doves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was on him. 2¢ It had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he
had seen the Lord’s Messiah.
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2 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple
courts. When the parents brought in the child
Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law
required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying:
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all
nations:
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel.”
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33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what
was said about him. 3% Then Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is
destined to cause the falling and rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken
against, 2 so that the thoughts of many hearts will
be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own
soul t0o.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter
of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old;
she had lived with her husband seven years after
her marriage,
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37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshiped night
and day, fasting and praying. 3¢ Coming up to
them at that very moment, she gave thanks to
God and spoke about the child to all who were
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

Luke 2 v 22-38
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Then comes the real shock. There suddenly turns up a
man who goes about talking as if He was God. He claims
to forgive sins. He says He has always existed. He says He
IS coming to judge the world at the end of time. Now let us
get this clear. Among Pantheists, anyone might say that he
was part of God, or one with God: there would be nothing
very odd about it. But this man, since He was a Jew, could
not mean that kind of God. God, in their language, meant
the being outside the world who had made it and was
infinitely different from anything else. And when you have
grasped that, you will see that what this man said was,
quite simply, the most shocking thing that has ever been
uttered by human lips.

C.S. Lewis
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22 \When the time came for the purification rites
required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary
took him to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord,
“Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the
Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with
what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of
doves or two young pigeons.”
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God 15 a Loving, Merciful

Savior .




T But when Christ came as high priest of the
good things that are now already here,-he went
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle
that is not made with human hands, that is to say,
is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by
means of the blood of goats and calves; but he
entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his
own blood, thus obtaining eternal

redemption. ' The blood of goats and bulls and
the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are
ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they
are outwardly clean.
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4 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences
from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve
the living God!

15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new
covenant, that those who are called may receive
the promised eternal inheritance

Hebrews 9 v 11-15
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30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all
nations:
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel.”

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what
was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is
destined to cause the falling and rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken
against, 2 so that the thoughts of many hearts will
be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own
soul t0o.”
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Through the dark night pride becomes humility,
greed becomes simplicity, wrath become
contentment, luxury becomes peace, gluttony
becomes moderation, envy becomes joy, and
sloth becomes strength. No soul will ever grow
deep in the spiritual life unless God works
passively in that soul by means of the dark night.

St. John of the Cross
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Pride gets deflated

Rooted in more than experience
Greater intimacy
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36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter
of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old;
she had lived with her husband seven years after
her marriage,

37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshiped night
and day, fasting and praying. 3 Coming up to
them at that very moment, she gave thanks to
God and spoke about the child to all who were
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
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